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Really, really

mass media

Any event with the magnitude of a presidential debate
will require the assembly of a few thousand people in one
given place. So, when the number of journalists expected at
Belmont's town hall presidential debate flirted with the
3,000 mark, the biggest and most obvious question was,
"Where do we put them?"

A large structure — 25,000 square feet — to be referred to
as the media filing center or media tent was constructed on
the soccer field and housed journalists of all levels of impor-
tance: local newspaper reporters, network correspondents
and, of course, a few student journalists.

In the center, rows upon rows of workstations, complete
with telephones, power strips and television monitors,
served as the base of operations. Along the perimeter, televi-
sion stations were each given a cubicle-like space from
which they could broadcast. Banners displaying Belmont's
name were as ubiquitous inside the tent as they've been all
around campus, but far more concentrated.

The tent, which was loaded with cameras, wires, micro-
phones, laptops, cellphones and notebooks, worked itself to
a fever pitch on debate night when spin alley, a media
gauntlet of sorts, came into full swing.

Attached to the tent was the now somewhat infamous
canteen, fully stocked with not only food but drink, courtesy
of Anheuser-Busch. Sodhexo cooked using local produce
and meat.

While there were multiple pockets of activity around
campus, the media tent often felt like the heart of the action.

Noting the familiar faces wandering around, Vision edi-
tor Melanie Bengtson made an observation on the Vision’s
live blog, that it was “like an endless buffet for news
junkies."

— Erin Carson

Belmont’s student print and video
reporters and photographers were among
3,000 media on hand for the Town Hall

Presidential Debate. Students at work
are, above, Erik Unger, who is handling
the camera work while fellow staffers
interview Nashville Mayor Karl Dean;
Erin Carson tries out her seat in the
media tent; Belmont president Bob
Fisher answers questions from Melody
Drushal; Lance Conzett works while he
has dinner in the media tent; and Abby

Selden interviews Hardball’s Chris

Matthews. Across the bottom of the
page, well known faces on campus for
the debate are photographed by Vision

editor Melanie Bengtson. They are, from
left, Gov. Phil Bredesen, Dr. Fisher and
Mayor Dean; former Massachusetts Gov.

Mitt Romney; Missouri Sen. Claire

McCaskill and Tennessee Sen. Bob

Corker; Connecticut Sen. Joseph
Lieberman; and Fox News political com-
mentator Sean Hannity.
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