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STAFF WRITER

Every new student comes to college with expectations
of greatness and infamy of some sort, especially here at
Belmont, where making a name for yourself is about as
important as maintaining a respectable GPA – and some
would say more so.

Most require a little adjustment time before getting
comfortable enough to put themselves out there, so to
speak, but others, the most hopeful and the bravest, make
the leap. They take the risks required to snag a few of the
copious opportunities at Belmont. For the kids making up
two new bands – Jumpman and The Frontmen – it was just
so.

Music City was more than just a clever pseudonym for
these boys; it was a promise. They saw Belmont as their
one great chance, but in that “make it what you want it to
be” kind of way. And now that they’re here, the respective
members of Jumpman and of The Frontmen are literally
ready to rock.

JUMPMAN
Jumpman began in a little studio in Meridian, Miss.,

with Taylor Ivey, guitar and vocals; Murphy Vaughn, bass;
and Patrick Futrell, drums. As a trio, and occasionally a
quartet, these high school kids became musicians. As a
band, they built a following with their weekly slot on a
local radio show. As friends, they decided to bring their
dreams to Belmont.

Vaughn, being a year older, came to Nashville in 2007.
He scouted out the music scene and in doing so met one
Daniel Gaynor of Atlanta, Ga., lead guitar. A year later,
Ivey and Futrell arrived as freshman to reunite with Vaughn
and invite Gaynor into the band officially.

They’ve played together nearly a whole semester now,
made a few changes, and learned a great deal about the
music industry.

“It’s been difficult starting over,” Ivey said. “We had a
built-in fan base in high school, but here we have to work
our way back up.”

“Nashville is different too,” Futrell chimed in. “We’re
playing to fellow musicians now. They know every mis-
take we make. Our friends back home liked our music, but
here, we have to prove ourselves.”

Vaughn concludes that stepping up to a challenge like
Nashville is just what their band needs to progress.

So they’re tightening up musically, but even just adapt-
ing to a college environment has had its hurdles. The boys
are still struggling with balancing schoolwork and music,
and it’s an even tougher task to align schedules for practice
time. However, these issues haven’t delayed gigs around
town.

“We’ve been playing together for two years now, with
the exception of Daniel,” Futrell said. “We don’t feel like
we need a huge debut.”

“Yeah, we’re just looking for a grassroots kind of audi-
ence, and playing around is what’s going to help us build
that over time,” agreed Ivey.

So far, Jumpman has spread their progressive rock
sounds around every venue they can book, including The
End, Windows off the Cumberland, and most recently the
French Quarter of East Nashville where they recorded a live
EP.

The music they’ve been playing has been mostly
instrumental.

“Lyrics are more relatable,” said Gaynor, “But they’re
harder. When you’re just playing music, people walk away
with whatever, but when you have lyrics, you’re making a
statement. People think what you want them to.”

Jumpman knows they need lyrics and are working to
strengthen their collective songwriting ability. And in
every aspect, they’ve made a point of constantly learning
and improving, and from there, they just want to play.

THE FRONTMEN
The Frontmen have a much newer background. The boys

of this upcoming band met here at Belmont in their first
couple weeks of school. Riley Voth, guitar and lead
vocals, and Nick Floyd, guitar and vocals, transferred in.
Voth came from Kansas University as a junior, and Floyd
is a sophomore from Indiana University. The other two
members, Casey Ritter, bass and vocals, and Phil Burch,
drums, are freshmen.  

They met through common acquaintances as friends,
and discovered instead a much greater possibility – the
opportunity to form a band. Together they realized that
they could create a fusion of genres to transcend stereotyp-
ical audiences and reach a more diverse group of people.

“We’re a little of everything,” Ritter said. “There are
elements of jazz, bluegrass, rock, even a little classical.”

“We’d like to think that’s going to help us appeal to a
wider variety of taste,” Voth added.

Each of these guys comes from a very different back-
ground musically as well as regionally.  Upon first glance,
they seem an unlikely group, but they think of the circum-
stances very optimistically.

“We’re from all over – Kansas, Indiana, Texas, Alabama
– but I think that’s going to be really beneficial,” Floyd

hypothesized. “Our friends are spread around the country,
so it’s going to be much easier to get the word out about
us.”

“I think that’s our philosophy on a lot of things, you
know, using our resources to every advantage,” Voth said.
“Casey’s brother is in a band too. We hope we can play
with them sometime. Phil has lawyer relatives, so if ever
we’re looking at a contract, we can go to them.”

“Things have sort of fallen into our laps,” Ritter
explained.

“But we’re not taking anything for granted,” Voth fin-
ished.

That includes their practice time. The boys are all busy
separately, but their biggest problem is finding a place to
play together. They compromise by practicing apart and
with some, if not all, of the band at a time. They started
out with covers to get a feel for each other’s style, but
recently they’ve been collaborating on original tunes.

The Frontmen are ready for a show, though. The band
looks forward to their first Nashville gig next week. 
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For some sample Jumpman tunes, visit
www.myspace.com/jumpmannashville. 
The band will play shows Thursday, 
Dec. 4, at the Muse and Saturday, 
Dec. 6 at Reverbmedia.

The Frontmen will play the French Quarter on
Dead Day, Dec. 10.

Jumpman, Frontmen

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY - $650. Julie Lampley
Photography offers wedding packages starting at
$650. Servicing the Greater Nashville Area, contact
us at (615)799-9618, julie.lampley@gmail.com and
see galleries at www.julielampleyphotography.com
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