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Freshmen
feel the
pinch of
growing
enrollment

By Brian Wilson
EDITOR

Something is off about Bear
House 436.

The room still has the feel of
a freshman dorm room, complete
with Audrey Hepburn posters and
Christmas lights that stay on the
wall throughout the year.

But the 16-by-16 space is much
more cramped than a double room
should be.

Looking up can begin to
explain the lack of space.

Two beds are bunked, while
another is lofted with a desk under
it. Two desks are strutted out in
the middle of the room, necessary
for just two of the residents of the
room.

Any extra room would be a
luxury here; any space for your-
self is nearly impossible.

That’s the way it is in Bear
House 436, otherwise known
as a tripled-up double room and
home for first-year students Carrie
Chalker, Jennifer Shearon and
Stephanie Pitts.

With rising enrollment, these
tripled-up doubles have become
an even larger element of Belmont
freshman life despite the fast pace
of new dorm construction, said
Anthony Donovan, director of
residence life.

Residence life initially
prepared for 200 triples to be used
in fall 2011. Around 180 of them
were eventually used, and only
around 125 are in use now, but
Donovan said he expects an even
higher number of triples will be
necessary to accommodate next
year’s freshman class.

“That’s been our biggest chal-
lenge,” he said. “We’ve had to be
creative. And as each freshman
class grows, our sophomore class
is among the biggest ever.”

The actual number of incoming
resident students is hard to predict
since the total number of students
isn’t confirmed until well into the
summer.

Donovan compared the enroll-
ment situation to Belmont to a
closing faucet.

“The problem is when to turn
the faucet off. You can still over-
flow the bucket below it,” he said.

Even when the bucket over-
flows, residence life is still
required to provide housing for
freshmen and sophomores who
don’t commute. With this in mind,
more rooms will be available for
freshmen next year when Wright
and Maddox halls will become all-
freshman dorms for the first time
since spring 2010.

“Our goal is to have housing
not be an imperative to enroll-
ment,” Donovan said.

At the very least, these addi-
tional but necessary triples change
the dynamic of a dorm room and
the experiences of many first year
students.

While Bear House 436 was
initially meant to be a double, the
room has been reconfigured to fit
three girls, their belongings, and
their personalities.

“Originally, I don’t think we
knew what to do with each other,”
Chalker said. “Yet the three of us
together balance each other out.

“We've had to be
creative. And as
each freshman
class grows, our

sophomore class is
the biggest ever.”

Anthony Donovan
DIRECTOR OF RESIDENCE LIFE

We all have our moments.”

Even with those moments, the
three have been able to bond and
cooperate with each other to make
their living situation work.

“We’re all mature enough not
to get petty over stupid things,”
Pitts said.

For many, living in a tripled-up
double also changes the physical
dynamic of the room, especially
when it comes to personal space.

“Don’t expect to have a lot of
people over to chill,” Pitts said.
“There’s literally no place for
them.”

With three people in the room,
studying can also be a challenge.

“I learned I can’t concentrate
here,” Chalker said. “I have to go
to the lobby or the library.”

While many of the roommates’
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The number of tripled-up double rooms have increased steadily year-to-
year, even with a dramatic increase in freshman residence halls. The office
of Residence Life prepared for around 200 of these triples last fall.

concerns dealt with space issues,
personal issues still arise, and
sometimes in different ways.

Tripling up, Donovan said,
brings an emotional experience
that can still be similar to living in
a typical double room.

“It’s not bad, but it’s different,”
he said. “The same issues are
there. They just tend to manifest
themselves more quickly and more
intensely.”

Emma Reeves, a second-year
residence assistant at Patton and
former triple resident, agreed,
saying most of these issues are
resolved early in the semester.
For her, the additional dozen or
so residents she has because of
the extra triples this year have
changed her responsibilities as an
RA.

“It takes a lot of time,” she
said. “Part of being an RA is
having a personal relationship
with all of your girls. It’s a lot
harder to build 50 personal rela-
tionships in a month.”

The influx of students also
makes it more challenging just to
keep up with her residents.

“Some residents might get lost
in the shuffle. It’s hard to notice
when one of them is not leaving
their room in two days or needs
help,” she said.

Each of the three roommates
acknowledged how often triples
don’t work and considered them-
selves lucky to have ended up
with each other in the triple.

While they don’t regret living
in a triple together, if they had to
do it again, all three would rather
be in a double.

At least a double room that
only houses two people.

“It would be nice to have
the extra space,” Chalker said.
“[Tripling] wouldn’t be our first
choice, but we’d be OK with it.”

Upperclassmen
ask for more
on-campus
housing

By Brian Wilson
EDITOR

With larger year-to-year classes, on-campus housing for sopho-
mores and upperclassmen are becoming a greater issue than ever.

Not only are more upperclassmen choosing to stay at Belmont,
but more also want to stay on campus. This need for rooms, up to
40 percent from 35 percent in previous years, stretched the office of
Residence Life to an unexpected point last year, director of residence
life Anthony Donovan said.

“It was overwhelming, quite frankly,” he said.

Donavan thought the existing dorms and apartments for upper-
classmen were going as to be as full as they ever had been. But a
portion of Bruin Hills was demolished last spring to make way for
new residences and another parking garage. That left fewer beds for
upperclassmen than in 2010-11.

Despite the rising demand for upperclassman on-campus housing,
the priority of residence life is to house the freshmen and sophomores
they have guaranteed a spot for on-campus.

“Where we are, that is very close to where we need to be. We try to
house all the people we’re required to house,” Donovan said.

While no plans are now officially set, he has some ideas about
what could help alleviate the growing need for housing for upper-
classmen.

“We have a number of things,” he said. “You could find incen-
tives to encourage upperclassmen to move off campus. The university
could be a little more lenient on their exemption policy.”

In an attempt to more efficiently handle upperclassmen housing,
this year’s housing draw will take place the week of April 16, which
Donovan hopes will allow students to have a more definite sense of
their living situation for the fall.

These steps, however, will not be the last steps to fix housing for
upperclassmen.

Despite the “pretty much unheard of” boom in residence hall
construction — seven residence halls will have been built since 2003
after the two phases of Bruin Hills construction — the university will
still have to compensate for further growth.

“We build just enough to get us to the next phase sometimes.
When you have that, you are never ahead very long,” Donovan said.

The new Bruin Hills residence hall will house 298 students in four-
or five-bedroom apartments this fall. An adjacent building with 195
beds will also be built after the new residence hall is completed.

The two Bruin Hills phases are all that the university has
announced for new upperclassman housing, but Donovan said there
will be greater housing need in the future.

“We’ll probably build at a higher density than we have before,” he
said.
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Sharp shot

Ernst shows
potential on,
off court

By Katie Greene
SPORTS EDITOR

Molly Ernst may be just a sophomore for the Belmont
women’s basketball team, but there’s no doubt she already
plays a relevant role for the Bruins. Vocal and athletic, the
6-foot guard has started nearly every game this season for
the Bruins, earning respect from her teammates since she
came to the team as a quiet recruit from Louisville, Ky.

“In my defense ... obviously when you come in as a
high-schooler hanging out with college players, you’re not
going to say a lot. After spending so much time together
they realized I was pretty goofy,” she said. “I’m pretty

unpredictable I think.”

When Ernst isn’t averaging nearly eight points a game
for the Bruins or chasing cats with teammate freshman
Katie Carroll, she is preparing for a career beyond college
basketball. An exercise science major, Ernst eventually
wants to be a physical therapist that works with geriatric

patients.

Ernst’s combined enthusiasm for sports and the elderly
inspired her to go into physical therapy. Through her reha-
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bilitation for a bone spur in her knee during high school, she
discovered a whole new environment that eventually made
her want to help others rehab their own injuries.

“The physical therapist I went to was just crazy. We just

“I try never to have a
bad day,” she said. “If I'm
making people smile, then
that’s something that
makes me feel good inside.”

Molly Ernst

had such a good time, and they’re working with athletes,
people of all ages, all backgrounds, so I knew I wanted to do
something fun like that,” she said.

As close-knit with her family as she is, Ernst didn’t look
far to find inspiration to work with the elderly.

Being a Braves fan, through rain and long lines

“My grandma is one of my best friends,” she said.
“She’s my role model. She’s 91-years-old. She’s blind.
She suffers from macular degeneration—she’s been
blind now for about fifteen years. But, while she’s
blind, she still lives alone, and she still gets around
fine. She’s the most independent person I’ve met in my
life.”

Ernst’s respect for older generations reaches past
her grandmother towards all elderly people that she
meets.

“From my relationship with her, I just love old
people. I really respect them. I think they are precious.

Sophomore Molly Ernst,
the second-highest
scorer on the women’s
basketball team, is
excelling on and off the
court. While averaging
around eight points

and two 3-pointers per
game, the academic all-
conference guard ma-
jors in exercise science
and plans to become a
physical therapist that

I love it whenever I see an old couple out having dinner
at 3 p.m. in the afternoon holding hands,” she said.

While the challenge of balancing basketball and
school duties haven’t gotten easier, Ernst’s family has
supported her all the way.

“I grew up with two older brothers who played basket-
ball, my parents played basketball, so I grew up a basketball
child,” she said. “I played all the sports growing up — they
let me do whatever | wanted, I was in a play, ‘The Wizard
of Oz’ — I was the tin man! Every opportunity I had, they let
me go free reign on it.”

The women’s basketball team has also turned itself into a
family away from home, providing support for fellow team

works with
geriatric patients.
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members.

“Even when we’re not playing basketball, we love being
around each other. We go out to eat all the time, we’ll go to
the movies, we’ll go dancing,” she said.

At the end of the day, Ernst’s optimism is her driving
force.

“I try never to have a bad day,” she said. “If I’'m making
people smile, then that’s something that makes me feel good
inside.”

Being the impatient person that I am,
standing in line on a rainy Saturday in
Franklin waiting for an autograph of a semi-
famous Atlanta Braves pitcher was not my
definition of fun.

But when you promise your little brother
you’re going to get him a signed baseball, by
golly, you better get him a signed baseball.

In my grouchy desperation, some eaves-
dropping mixed with some reminiscing
turned my attitude around completely.

You see, the Braves are the unrivaled
baseball team of the South, and their fans
are as devoted to the success of the team
as they are to going to church on Sunday,
drinking sweet tea and saying “please” and
“thank you”.

How do I know? I was raised as one of
those fans.

Back in Franklin, 5- and 80-year-olds
alike were dressed to the nines in their
finest jerseys, caps and T-shirts, tomahawk
chomping at the bit for a chance to get the
autograph of an Atlanta Braves hopeful.

Such loyalty. Such excitement for an
otherwise gloomy day in winter.

Every player was analyzed that after-
noon:

« Chipper, the team’s aging star, is
good, but kind of old. It might be time for
him to retire.

* Hanson, the explosive pitcher, is going
to be a beast if he stays healthy.

* JJ probably should have been traded
but nobody was going to help enough to be
worth losing the effective ace.

» Uggla, a slugger in every right, can’t
slump. Offense is going to be a struggle if
he and Heyward can’t pick it up.

* Venters, somehow effective, never
knows where his sinker goes. But at the
end of the day, it doesn’t matter because
the batter will swing at it 90 percent of the
time.

Standing next to me in line was a
Chipper Jr., no more than 8 years old in his
No. 10 jersey. He said he plays all the posi-
tions in the outfield and is a catcher. He told

me he really wants to play second base or
shortstop.
His dad said he really wants to play in

the infield, and hopes his bat will help get
him there. Father and son have been waiting
for this event for weeks, and it’s all Chipper
Jr. can talk about.

That conversation took me back at least
a decade. When I wasn’t at dance, I was
playing catch with my little brother in the
yard. Some days we’d work on grounders.
Others, we’d work on pop-ups by trying to
throw the ball as high as our pine trees and
not let it hit either one of us on the head.
There was no greater thrill than being able
to run in for dinner and tell Mom we hit
Dad’s knuckleball after he got home from
work.

Turns out those timeless traditions that
brought my family together are the type to
bring the Braves nation together, too. All of
a sudden, standing in line wasn’t so bad. In
fact, it was kind of fun.

Sports editor Katie Greene is a sopho-
more mass communications major.





